
“As Earth enters the new century, we, as Earthlings, must understand the tenuous hold 
we have on our fragile environment and the need to work together as one people to 
preserve it. We must understand that we are citizens of Earth and our need is to 
preserve and protect the only environment we have."  John F. Kennedy, March 12, 
1962  

 

Instructor: dr. emma d. hadley       summer 2020 

This is an online, instructor led class. Students must participate in audio & video  

 

Overview:  

Alfred Nobel, the inventor of Dynamite, realized how destructive war and violence could be for 
generations succeeding any outbreaks. Violence and its consequences are found in the loss of 
life, destruction of environment and ecology, and loss of cultural awareness and history. Many 
organizations have been formed in the name of peace, Amnesty International, The Conflict 
Resolution Program from the Carter Center, the Gandhi Institute, and of course the Nobel 
Foundation to name a few. The Peacemakers is a 6-week history overview class designed 
to study famous peacemakers from around the world. What formed their lives, their goals, and 
their contributions to our world? We will study individuals, the conflicts, and the impact of their 
contributions as well as some organizations who work toward a peaceful world.  

Essential Questions: 

1. Who are the peacemakers of the world?  

2. How did they do what they did?  

3. What motivated them?  



4. Who was Alfred Nobel and how did the Nobel Peace prize come into being? 

5. What can students do to become a peacemaker? 

Who Will We Learn About? 

Alfred Nobel 
Doctors Without Borders 
Dalai Lama 
Mother Teresa 
Mahatma Gandhi 
Martin Luther King 
Mohamed Anwar El Sadat & Menachem 
Begin 
 

Elie Weisel 
Peacemakers of South Africa 
Adolfo Perez Esquivel, Argentina 
Betty Williams and Mairead Corrigan 
Lech Walesa 
The Red Cross 
Nobel Organizations 
 

 

Reading: 

Students will be provided with weekly readings on different Peacemakers. It is expected that 
each student will be prepared to participate in a conversation about the readings.  

This course requires 1-2 hours of independent reading and writing each week. 

Other Requirements: 

Students will be required to read one non-fiction book from the following choices: 

Night (Weisel) 
My Land, My People (Dalai Lama) 
Free the Children (Kuekburger) 
I am Malala (Yousafzai) 
The Story of My Experience (Gandhi) 
I have a Dream (King) 
Testament of Hope (King) 
 



Students will submit: 

1. Written assignments 

2. One book report 

3. Participation in Socratic style discussion 

At the end of the 6-week session, students will complete an exit assignment highlighting their 
"take-away" from the readings and discussions.  

 

 


